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Unusual interest was centered in the Copper River fisheries in.
1918, The cambined catch of red, coho, and king salmon wae considef-
ably in excess of one million as agains : in 1917. The catch
undoubtedly would have been heavier had it not been for certain re-
strictions imposed upon fishing by the regulations of Decemberggj e

- 1918, although as the result of misunderstandings and for other Teasons .

the regulations were more or less disregarded. The regulations were
[in some raypecta msg;;gfac&mchiefly because of the development ,
that 0,2 ».7 in the delta were included apparently not techuically
within the scope of the law authorizing the Secretary of'Comrmerce to
impose limitations or prohibitions upon fishing within streams and

500 yards outside the momths thereof. In promulgating the regalati

it was thought that limitations upon fishing on the flats wes, asswtiai
Lo the protection of the salmon. . The idea also was to broadly disa-

tribute any burden of necessary limitations upon fishing.

Before the IS8 fishing seaso@?ogened a number of interested
cannerymen requested the Secretary of Commerce.to modify the order. Onm -
liay 18, 1918, an informal hearing occurred at Seattle at which time
discussion ogcurred as to the best method of handling the matter. The
resulte did not prove helpful. !
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As the eeason advanced it ‘oacama p”bvigfm iﬁuat the regula tions
were in need of revision, hence on _ ;
by the Secretary of Commerce of & formak ear:lng at Seattle on November
£%,.10 Bake mp the mttsr. A8 & resulg‘m regulations wenre-pro- M
mudgated oun P s 19 LB 5 ‘appear elsewhere -
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The Bureau's interests im the Copper River region were under t’m

. irmediate supervision of assistant agent E. M. Ball.,. The following

extracts from Mr. Ball's reports sulmitted at the cl@Se of the season
appear of interests : !




